STATE OF MONTANA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 35-2008

EXECUTIVE ORDER ADVANCING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO PROMOTE
ENERGY CONSERVATION FOR MONTANA BOARD, COUNCIL AND COMMISSION
MEETINGS

WHEREAS, the cost of fuel continues to rise with no indication of any price relief
in the future; and

WHEREAS, overall efforts to reduce fuel consumption are a significant part of
Montana’s ability to address climate change; and

WHEREAS, the 20 x 10 Initiative, announced in January 2008, directs all state
cabinet agencies to reduce their facility-related energy by 20% by the end of 2010; and

WHEREAS, Montana is a large state geographically, and it is vital that citizens
who agree to serve as volunteers on state boards, councils and commissions come
from all corners of the state; and

WHEREAS, citizens willing to commit their own time and energy to public service
should not bear unnecessary time away from work or incur extraordinary out-of-pocket
costs when alternatives exist; and

WHEREAS, meetings held through the use of technology such as
teleconference, webinar or video conference, rather than in-person, may be more
energy and cost efficient; and

WHEREAS, observation of and public participation in board, council and
commission meetings is not only constitutionally and statutorily required, but is essential
to the successful function of our state government, and the use of aforementioned
technology may enhance citizen involvement in the operations of government; and

WHEREAS, a detailed list of options for conducting electronic meeting options is
posted at: http://itsd.mt.gov/policy/advisory.asp. (Current options are subject to capacity
limitations and schedule availability, and the website will be updated as additional
options are identified.)




NOW, THEREFORE, |, BRIAN SCHWEITZER, Governor of the State of
Montana, by virtue of the authority vested in me under the laws and the Constitution of
the State of Montana, do hereby:

1. Direct that all boards, councils and commissions that are administratively
attached to agencies under my supervision, as appropriate and within limits of
availability and scheduling, take full advantage of options for holding meetings
through technological means that will reduce taxpayer costs and travel
hardship and encourage energy efficiency.

2. Ask that when scheduling meetings through technological means, boards,
councils and commissions ensure that the meetings encourage and
accommodate citizen involvement and participation.

3. Authorize meetings of Advisory Councils appointed by me pursuant to Mont.
Code Ann. § 2-15-122, “outside the city of Helena,” as provided in this
Executive Order, and direct those under my supervision who have created
advisory councils under 2-15-122, to provide the advisory councils they have
created with the same authority.

4. Direct that copies of this Executive Order be sent to the Attorney General,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, State Auditor, Secretary of State, Public
Service Commission, Board of Regents and Board of Public Education for
their information and interest.

Nothing in this Executive Order is intended to prevent or restrict boards, councils
and commissions from meeting in person, as appropriate and when necessary in the
proper performance of their duties.

This order is effective July 1, 2008, and shall remain in effect until modified or
repealed by subsequent Executive Order.

GIVEN under my hand and the GREAT
SEAL of the State of Montana this
day of July, 2008.

BRIAN SCHWEITZER, Gove

ATTEST:
/ - 4 /
BRAD JOHI@SON, Secretary afé\té‘t/e M




